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Priscilla Johnson, a journalist, interviewed Lee H. • ■ 

Oswald- in 1&9 after his defection to the Soviet 
Union. . * . 

DETAILS OP INVESTIGATION 

This investigation is predicated on telephone call November 29 , I 963 from 
ASATC oweeney, Boston to ASAIC Jukes advising of a request received from A - '1C 
Bouck, Protective Research Section, to interview Kiss Pri scill a JohnsorXresidin' 
in oanoiidge, Eassachusetts. ASAIC Sweeney stated inquiry disclosed Mss 
Johnson was residing in. New York, telephone OR 6-2620. ASAIC Jukes telephoned 
this nurnoer and ascertained Mss Johnson was residing on Feeks Lane in Locust 
Valley, New York. ' 

<^(Mss) Johnson v was interviewed on November 30 , 1963 at her home in Locust 
Valley.. She is presently attending the Russian Research Center at Harvard 
University studying Soviet Literature. In 19 59 she was emoloyed as a corres- 

Tx^ndont. f* rvr* fho 7 , T r%-r*+V» ~ m ■ _ • . , . 



- w w . •- -*-sss wwxujcu do <± uunes- 

ponaent for the korth Anar 1 c ap/u ew sp ap er Alliance* with offices in New York City 
and wap representing that f^rm in Koscow when she was given the assignment of 
interviewing Lee H» Oswalci who had defected to the Soviet UnionX She recalled ' 
interviewing Lee h. Oswald* at the Hotel Kstronolp in T-To cjnnw anm cttct 



. , , > T .q, W ~ > ULL3 1 cucuisi 

interviewing Lee to Oswala at the Hotel Kstropole in Koscow advising she was 
aware. Oswald’s room had been wired. Accordingly, she exercised care in ques- 
tioning him, especially since he informed her the Soviet authorities had 
instructed him not to permit ary interviews by the American press and he was 
violating ■ their "trust”. 
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^ th Jf, SS dohn30n ^.^ e ^ alned the n °tes she took at the time of her interview 

°^ e Eoston 

explanatory! relating to her interview with Oswald. The articles are sell-- 

. According to Miss Johnson, Oswald in her opinion was a "loner” a ner'-on 
who did not mix socially and kept to himself very much. He was a sei? tll'Xt 
Marxist who stated he ban read Marx's book. Das Capital, when he was only 6 ‘ 

L5^of n y + ar a ? £e ’ He taught himself to read akd write Russian and his 
_s_on to defect arose out of his bitterness toward the United States 

e PU6ht ° f the teriC “ “ d exploEuofor Srterc 

briS »P £r £.“* had ’' drted “treacly hard S 

o C rcr,: p . He also expressed resentment at his treatment by the 

?nfn* f i T ? S “' G accussd the United States of military imperialism He 
^nforrced Miss Johnson that he had petitioned the Soviet Government for citi-en 
ohip and stated he had no intention of ever returning to the United States/ " 

f _ w ^! S Jodnson stated she questioned him about the manner in which he 
0 ^® led , t0 Ru2s ^ a suggesting that he must have been aided by other persons or 
organizations. He specifically stated he made the trio on his own iSS?ive 

not/// ^ had + aVSd ~ hlle ln the f!ar3jrle Co ^PS and that he positively- did 
•itmirpc / assistance from any persons or organisations. She attempted to 
press upon him the folly of his actions and in a roundabout manned tried to 
gat him to change his mind about, defecting but without success. £ concluded 

t at he was a ianatic ana that further attempts to dissuade him from seeking 
Russian citizenship would be futile. urn non seeking 

and oSct er ShfSlfr ° f ° S>,a M’ *" **«** sUted *• touching, likeable 
w ‘ w Sh f u t h ® a m alcontent who was unsure of himself and probably 

th vT Wh Zf er he WaS * Although 3he considered him a/anatic she 
did not ubink he would resort to violence. She does not know whether he had 

“ — ; “e 1 - i »t 

Oswald. promised, to let her know if he was" leaving the hotel Mhsn she 
SnS.uded a the L-S 1 - 1 • tTO K days ^ ter she found he had disaopeared and 

of the ^ d 

I 0 !/ 3011 stat ® d she was interviewed November 23, 1963 by FBI Agents 
^ n n B ?f° n ^ that she gave thera a deposition concerns 

lew wiuh Oswald. She. .is leaving New York on December 1st fo^^fton 
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and on the following day, December 2 is flying to Washington where she has 
an appointment with Nr. Andrew Lowenfeld of the State Department. Mr. 

Lowenfeld works in the office of -a Mr. Shea, a legal counsel for the State 
Department. While in Washington she will be staying with her brother, Stewart 
H. Johnson, Jr. at 2906 N. Street, N.W. and expects to remain there until the 
end of the week. 

Verifax copies were made of the newspaper articles previously referred to, 
and the notes made by Miss Johnson at the time she interviewed Oswald and are 
being forwarded with this report. / 

ATTACHMENTS • • 

Copies of 2 newspaper articles 

Copies of Mis3 Johnson’s notes ' . 
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